A Quest for the Common Denominator
What makes a man acceptable to God?
(9/13/2011)

"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?'  Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' 

Matt 7:21-23 NIV

This passage of Scripture haunts me!  As a “dedicated” follower of Jesus, one who has done many things in the name of Jesus, one who refers to Jesus as “Lord”, I read this passage with some concern.  I have to ask myself, “What makes a man acceptable to God?” “What makes me acceptable to God?”

I see Jesus reject the leaders of the conservative religious right of his day, who had all the “i’s dotted and t’s crossed”.  He also rejected the Sadducees on “the left”!  What does God want?

What did Able do that Cain did not?  They both sacrificed!

What did Enoch do?  He walked with God, but what does that mean?

Why did Noah find favor?  What was he doing?
Why was Abraham chosen?  Was it because of what he was, or what he was to become?

David!  Prideful as a king demanding a census.  An adulterer and murderer.  Yet, beloved of God!  Why?

The disciples?  The thief on the cross?

Paul!  What a scoundrel!  Persecuting the church!  Like Abraham, was he chosen for what he was to become?

Cornelius!  A Gentile, recognizing God; serving man: acceptable!  But was he acceptable as he was, a Gentile praying and giving alms to the poor, or only because he was later to receive the news of Christ?

Why the sheep and not the goats?  Is it only because of our works?

Why Jacob and not Esau!  He certainly didn’t deserve it based on his early life!  Is it only because of God’s choice?

Why was the rich young man sad after Jesus told him to sell everything and give it to the poor?  

Why did Jesus say that to love God and to love man summarized all the law?  

What is the common denominator?  What is required of a man to be acceptable to God?
That is an important, elusive question.  That is the THE question!  To determine the answer is our task.  To know the answer should be our goal, to discover it, to apply it, to share it with others.  
