What is the Good News (Gospel)?
(9/11/10)

As we set the stage for our series of discussions, let’s start with a “Bible study” of sorts.  Let’s start with a discussion on “The Gospel of Jesus”.  This may seem pretty basic to some of you, but to those from an Evangelical (big E) background, as opposed to those from some of the more traditional mainline denominations, this may be a surprise, a struggle or even a major point of division.

As an Evangelical missionary in Honduras, I had my theology and politics shredded by what I experienced.  I am in the process of reforming my paradigm with the help of people like N. T. Wright and Brian McLaren.  Central to my new paradigm is redefining what “The Gospel” is.

Our job as Christians is to make disciples / followers of Jesus (Matthew 28:19-20).  If we take that commission seriously what is our message supposed to be?

In Matthew 10 / Luke 9:1-6 the disciples are sent out with the “good news” / “gospel”.  What was that good news?  This was certainly before the crucifixion and resurrection.  It also was before Jesus was recognized as Messiah (see Matthew 16:13-20)

Also look at Luke 4:14-21, Matthew 4:17-5:10 and further in the Sermon on the Mount.  Ignore the chapter break between Matthew 4 and 5 and see if this changes your understanding!  
