Health Care: What Would Jesus Do?

(8/19/2007)

Many people in our country do not have health insurance.  There are different reasons for this:  some by choice have decided against it because they do not want to pay the premium even though they can afford it; some do not have it because they can not afford it; and some can’t afford it and are eligible for assistance but are unaware that they are, or have not made the effort to apply for it.
The cost of health care continues to rise, forcing more people into the uninsured or under insured category.  There are many factors that contribute to this rise in health care, including medical litigation, advancing technology, and capitalistic enterprise.

There are debates and efforts on various levels taking place to deal with the current scenario.  These include national and state government and politics, professional (AMA, AOA) and sociopolitical (AARP) organizations, faith based and humanitarian organizations, and individuals.
As followers of Jesus Christ (The Messiah), in the health care profession we have a responsibility to wrestle with this issue.  Jesus was interested in the sick and the poor.  He has invited us, actually, commanded us, as his followers, to imitate him; to be his hands, feet, and voice in this world.  

Let us look at a series of questions and brainstorm them together, seeking to apply what the Holy Spirit is teaching us corporately.  Let us take them one at a time, but to give us an idea of where we may go, here is a list of questions that occur to me.  We may modify these based on your input, and take some tangents as we go.

1) If Jesus were to set up a health care system in the United States, what would it look like?  Who would benefit?  Where would the money come from?  Would the beneficiaries have a responsibility?  Would anyone be excluded?  
2) As health professionals, and followers of Jesus, what should we be doing in the realm of politics nationally, statewide and locally concerning the issue of healthcare for the uninsured and underinsured?

3) As health professionals and followers of Jesus, what should we be doing in our professional organizations to address the topic of the uninsured and underinsured?

4) As practicing / or future practicing health professionals, and followers of Jesus, what should we be doing in the work place (our practices, our hospitals, our clinics, our offices) to address the issue of health care for the uninsured and underinsured?

I am sure we can add to this list!  But for starters: If Jesus were to set up a health care system in the United States, what would it look like?  Who would benefit?  Where would the money come from?  Would the beneficiaries have a responsibility?  Would anyone be excluded?  

What do you think?  Please reference the Bible freely, since that is where our understanding of Jesus has its origin!

