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As I am currently in El Salvador with a group of students from Ohio University I am experiencing something that I have seldom, if ever seen, on this level.  That is sad to say, since what I am experiencing should be the norm, but unfortunately is not.

I see the body of Christ doing the work of Christ in unity, in love, and in significant numbers, not overseas, but in its own back yard!  

CEDEINFA is an organization seeking to meet the needs of the street children and their families in the ghettos of San Salvador.  It is an effort of the Maranatha church in the neighborhood of Soyapango, which consists of about 1.4 million people.  In the midst of  Soyapango exist several slum areas controlled by gangs, where drug abuse, crime and poverty are rampant.  Many kids live in the streets, getting what they can any way they can.

Maranatha, a middle class church affiliated with CAM, Central America Mission, runs about 450 in attendance on Sunday mornings.  It is a vibrant healthy church that consists of a balance of all ages.  It is bursting at the seams, overflowing its service.  Neighboring property has just been purchased, and discussions are underway as to whether to knock out walls to make more room, or add an additional service.  It supports many overseas missionaries, and runs a Christian school from kindergarten to grade 9.
